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Mayor Newsom to Speak at 

Uptown Tenderloin Historic Plaque Ceremony

Federal Historic District Status has San Francisco 

Residents Looking at the Tenderloin with New Eyes

Wednesday, March 10, 2010   11:00AM-Noon

Historic Ambassador Hotel (55 Mason Street @Eddy)

San Francisco Mayor Gavin Newsom will speak at the Uptown Tenderloin’s historic Ambassador Hotel (55 Mason Street) on Wednesday, March 10, 2010, at 11:00AM to commemorate the installation of historic plaques on buildings throughout the community. After speaking, the Mayor will unveil the Ambassador plaque and then go down to street level to help install it on the hotel.

Owners of 73 Uptown Tenderloin properties have ordered a historic plaque, which is nearly 20% of the 380 structures whose architecture placed them, and the neighborhood, on the National Register of Historic Places. As Randy Shaw of Uptown Tenderloin, Inc. describes, “The Uptown Tenderloin’s rich history is little known, even to longtime San Francisco residents. Now people walking through the neighborhood will learn about this history from the plaques, which may be the largest number of any residential historic district in the nation.

The Ambassador Hotel holds a special place for Mayor Newsom, as he spent the night there while a Supervisor and it became San Francisco’s first supportive housing SRO for people with AIDS. Other historical facts revealed by the plaques: President William Howard Taft attended the ribbon-cutting of the Central YMCA on Golden Gate, Frank Capra was hired to direct his first film when living at the Hotel Drake on Eddy Street, and legendary Grateful Dead icon Jerry Garcia once lived at the Cadillac Hotel.

Donald Falk, Director of the Tenderloin Neighborhood Development Corp that owns the Ambassador along with over a dozen other historic buildings, observes, “Many of our community’s buildings are both historic and affordable. We hope people come to see our buildings, learn about their history, and start looking at the nationally-recognized Uptown Tenderloin Historic District with new eyes.”

The plaque project was made possible through a grant from the San Francisco Mayor’s Office of Economic and Workplace Development.

###

Tenderloin Neighborhood Development Corporation (TNDC)

Founded in 1981, TNDC’s mission is to provide safe, affordable housing with support services for low-income people in the Tenderloin community and be a leader in making the neighborhood a better place to live. TNDC owns and manages 30 buildings that provide homes for nearly 3,500 extremely low-income seniors, families, people with disabilities, low-income wage earners, immigrants and many others in the Tenderloin and nearby neighborhoods. In addition, TNDC provides support services to help residents stabilize their lives and develop a sense of community, including a team of 17 on-site social workers, the free Tenderloin After-School Program for neighborhood children, and a Community Organizing program to encourage residents to get involved in making positive change in the Tenderloin.  

More information about TNDC and its programs can be found at www.tndc.org.

